
I'm not very

good at

writing.

Writing is

hard.

I don't need

to know how

to write.

I don't

understand

what I'm

supposed to

do. 

I don't even

know how to

get started.

I never know

what to write.

I hate writing.

Engaging Our
Students with

the Writing
Process

This topic is

dumb.



1

They feel insecure.

2 They don't understand the instructions.

3

They cannot relate to the topic.

 Why do some students detest writing?



ctive

earning
changes things....



 

Giving them relevant or meaningful writing

assignments               "opportunities."

These "opportunities" should not only interest them

but immerse them into the writing process. 

Connecting students to
the writing process

can be accomplished by:



 

Cause and Effect
June 1, 2021

Key Words for the Cause and Effect Pattern p. 197, Common Places

Pages 197-205 in Common Places

 Group Activity:Gallery Walk

Serious
Funny

Two Categories:

Student groups will use the selected key
word/s and create a sentence exhibiting

cause and effect.



Share them

 
Because of the drop in temperature, I had to buy a
jacket.
I wasn't paying attention to my little sister; so she snuck
into the closet to try to shave her legs and cut off a big
piece of skin.

Use this time to correct grammar or 
incorrect use of word choice. 



Cause and Effect Models p. 199

I wasn't paying attention to my

little sister; so she snuck into the

closet to try to shave her legs 

and cut off a big piece of skin.

Groups will choose one of the sentences in the gallery and employ one of the cause and effect models







Using Short Film to Illustrate
 Cause and Effect



This film is 20 minutes long
Has an interesting angle
Encourages empathy



Before showing this or any film you choose

  Choose writing prompts relevant to the movie
but also to their lives.
  Prompts should allow personal reflection,
experience, and personal agency.

Prewriting or Pre-discussion prompts
 

a.

b.



Questions that relate to The Butterfly Circus

1.Discuss a time you faced a challenge. What happened? Are you okay?

2 Have you ever felt down? What are some things you did to lift yourself up?

3. If you witnessed a stranger being racially profiled in a store, restaurant, or
elsewhere how do you think you would respond and why?

4. How would you want by-standers to respond if you were the target of racial
profiling or discrimination and why?



Suggested Activities for the prompts:

Spend time in their own reflective writing

Discuss in small groups

"Speed discussion set-up" where the teacher plays some music in the
background while pairs of students talk about one question until the teacher
tells them to switch. They find another classmate and talk about the next
question. The teacher can have the current question posted on the whiteboard
so students don't lose track. 



Once this portion is complete, it is time for
ACT II:

Showing the film



Changes in the character's mindset
The situation that caused them to change their
mindset
A physical action that changed the course of
their life
Consequences of their actions

Explain to students that the film has many
examples of cause and effect and that they should
take notes any time they identify a C&E scenario.
These could be:



After the film, guide students in a post-film
discussion. Have them point out some of their
examples. 



Sample packet for Cause and Effect Essay



1

They feel insecure.

2 They don't understand the instructions.

3

They cannot relate to the topic.

 Why do some students detest writing?



Thank
you...

Donna Munoz, Assistant Professor of English
915-831-2086

dmunoz87@epcc.edu


